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I Tus. v.17. Pray eech 720 ing. 
Dear and loving Friends, 


| a: 
8 Win treating this point concerning 0 

| N prayer, I ſhall endeavour, Firſt, To ſt 

ſhew what prayer is. Secondly, What it is to ir 

pray continually. Thirdly, Lo ſhew ſome rea- in 

ſons why we ought to pray without ceaſing. k 

And, Lay, To make application. . * ly 

First, What prayer is. In ſhort, prayer is 2 

an earneſt, fervent offering up of our deſires fa 

to God, by faith in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, Th 

for thoſe good things that are agreeable to ſt 

God's will, and our own neceſſity. Now, there m 
muſt concur theſe two things to make up the lo 
duty of prayer, Firſt, An earneſt and fervent e 

| deſire after thoſe graces and bleſſings we come an 

to God for; for there are ſome that come fre- an 
quently to the throne of grace, and offer a thi 
form of words in a praying way: I fay, a form E 

of words either compoſed ready to hand, or etl 

elſe of their own compoſing ; and ſo they come . 

to God with an expreſſion of words, without Ill ro 

any hearty deſires after thoſe graces and mer- ce 

cies they ſcem to pray for; but their defire; Sc. 
run out after other things, after their tuſts, Wi, 
MS their covetouſneſs, and after the things of this pre 
4A world; and yet they will ſeem to pray migh- da 
tily againſt fin and fleſhly luſts, which they ma 

have no deſire to be rid of ; and for the ob ty 


taining of thoſe glaces and ſpiritual | mercie- 


At erg e e. n N 


which they are not ſenſible of their want of, 5 
nor have any deſire to attain: but yet they 
will often make uſe of prayer, either as a veil 


to hide and cover their nakedneſs, and to ſhew 


themſelves to the world to be religious, or elſe 


as a device to quiet their conſcience in a courſe 


of ſin, and ſo they make confeſſion of ſin to 
ſtand inſtead of forſaking of ſin, and praying 


inſtead of repenting. Now, ſuch kind of pray- 
ing is abominable unte the Lord; yea, this 


kind of praying is indeed no praying, but on- 
ly a babhling, diſſembling, and mocking of 3 


God; yea, it is a lying unto God. Ephraim, 


faith God, compaſſeth me about -with lies, Hoſ. 


R. 5. 384-5 Hypocrites do not pray, but in- 


ſtead of praying they tell lies unto God, they 
make as if they had a deſire to know God, 8 


love and obey God, to be holy and heavenly, D 43 


when indeed they have no heart nor .defire to 


any ſuch thing. Of this ſort were the ſeribes 8 


and Phariſees, as Chriſt complains againſt 
them, Mat. xv. 7. 8. Te hypocrites, well did 
Eſaias propheſy of you, ſaying, This people draws 


eth nigh unto me, with their mouth, and honours - 
| eth me with their lips, but their Ben are far 
from me. Yea, there is a ſad woe pronoun. 
ced againſt ſuch, Mat, xxiti. 14. Wo unto os 
Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, for ye devour - - þ 
wiqows' houſes, and for a pretence make long j 
prayers ; therefore, you ſhall receive the/greater * öl 


damnation. This is tbe firſt concurrence toe 


make up the duiy of prayer, which is a hears 


ty and fervent deſire after thoſe graces and 8 B 
22 things: we RS to pray ons e 9 i 
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which our praying is no praying, but babbling 


2 and mocking of God. 2dly, The other con- 
currence to make up the duty is this. An of- 


= fering up of our defires either with the mind 
or voice, our having theſe deſires alone is not 


deſires after grace and mercy, and theſe deſires 


"whiſpering, ſpeaking, or by voice; this is 


-thew what prayer is. 3dly, The next thing 
I promiſed to thew is, What it is to pray with- 
out ceaſing : Now, to pray without ceafing is, 
not to do like unto that ſect, who thought that 
prayer was to be their whole buſineſs. No, 
no: There are other duties which God hath 
required; and prayer mult not come in the 
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in general, to pray without ceaſing implies, a 
taking hold of, and improving all thoſe ſea- 
ſons and opportunities wherein God and our 


— 


pray without ceaſing. It is ſaid of Mephibo- 
ſheth, That he did eat continually at the ing s 


. 1 
1 


- derſtand from this ? Shall we think that he did 


when the ſeaſon of meal time came: Even fo, 
to pray. without ceaſing, is to pray always, 
whenſoever prayer is ſeaſonable. But more 
particularly, to pray without ceaſing implies, 


to pray 3 God requires it: : The 


praying; but where there are hearty fervent. 
are expreſſed either by ſighing, groaning, 


praying indeed; and this ſhall be ſufficient to 


way of other duties to ſhuffle them out. But, 


own neceſſities, call us to prayer; this is to 
table, 2 Sam. ix. 13. Now, what ſhall we un- 


nothing elſe, day or night, but eat? No ſuch - 
matter; but he was always preſent at meals, 


1. A being always in a diſpoſition and frame 


70 the Thom of. Grace. 3 
heart muſt be reconciled to this duty of pray- 
er, and fall in love with it, and come to the 
| throne of grace with delight ; ; and alſo a eon- 
tinually reſiſting of that backwardneſs and in- 
diſpoſition to prayer, whenever the ſeaſon of 
prayer approacheth, and always to watch our 
bearts to keep them in a praying frame. 2. 
To pray without ceaſing implies, a praying in 
every ſtate and condition of life it pleaſeth God 
to call us to; for without prayer ſickneſs will 
be unſanified, and health will be a judge- 
ment. Without prayer health and proſperity 
will be a ſnare, and will occaſion a forgetful- 
neſs of God, and a daring to rebel againſt 
him, and will ſerve to encourage a neglect of 
the ſoul, and of another world; and without 
prayer, adverſity will be intolerable, and if it 
be removed, it will be in anger; and that no 
condition ſhould cauſe a neglect of prayer. 3. 
To pray without . ceaſing implies, a perſeyer- 
ing in prayer, a continual wreſtling with God 
in prayer, and never to give over until we have 

our requeſt granted. God, in his wiſdom, is 
pleaſed ſometimes to cauſe us ſtay long for a 
mescy, before it comes; both to make the 
mercy the ſweeter to us when it comes, and 
alſo for the trial of his people's patience, whe- 
ther they will perſevere and continue waitin 
at the throne of grace. And thoſe that are 
true behevers will be content to wait, and to 
wait in God's way until their prayers: be 
granted : So did the woman of Canaan, when- 
ſhe came to Chriſt for mercy. Tho' at her 
firſt ſuit Chrilt WV her no anſwer at all, yet 
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ſhe, notwithſtanding, continued her ſuit with 
more earneſtneſs, crying after him: and when 
Chriſt did pen, yet he gave her a ſeeming 
denial, and told her, that he was not ſent but 
to the loſt ſneep of the houſe of Iſrael. And 


yet ſne would not give over, but cried again 


for help; but yet, inſtead of helping her, he 
called her a dog, and told her, That it was not 
meet to take the children's bread and caſt it un- 
to dogs. Then, inſtead of leaving off her ſuit, 
ſhe came to Chriſt with great humility, ſhe ac- 
knowledged her own unworthineſs of. mercy ; 

but ſhe deſpaired not, but, by faith, pleaded 
Chriſt's mercy and bounty, telling him, Tho? 
be a dog, and not worthy to be made a partak- 
er of the children's bread, yet the dogs may eat 
of the crumbs that fall from their mafter”s table. 


This ſhews how thankful ſhe would have been 


for the leaſt crumbs of mercy ; whereupon Je- 
ſus Chriſt immediately commended the great- 


; neſs of her faith, and, as it were, gave her the 


key of his treaſure, and bade her take whats 
ſoever ſhe wanted, whether mercy for herſelf, 


or mercy for her daughter. O woman, great 


is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt, 


Fur her, that we might be encouraged to per- 


ſevere in prayer, without fainting, Chriſt re- 
cords us this parable, to the end that men 


ought always to pray without fainting. Luke 


viii 1. &c. I defire you to take your bibles 
and read the place at your 3 Friends, 
tho” you pray, sek and wait long for power 
againſt yout <corruptions, for aſſurance, and 


tor the eat we Bod $ love, even to the end 
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to the Throne of Grace. S. 
of your days; yet, if you can but overcome 
at laſt, and get ſafe to heaven, that will make 
amends for all your praying, waiting, labour- 
ing and fuffering. O therefore, let us not be, 
| weary in well-doing, for in due time we ſhall - 
WH reap if we faint not, Gal. vi. 9. Thus have 1 
WH ſhewed what prayer is, and what it is to pray 
; without ceaſing. 3dly, The next thing is to 
give ſome reaſons why it is the duty and work 
| of every Chriſtian to pray without ceafing. 1. 
We ſhould pray contmually, becauſe God is 


; always ready to hear; and tho* God knows 
1 our wants, and is ready at all times to beſtow 
P upon us whatſoever we want; yet the Lord, 
= in his wiſdom, would have us wait upon him 
1 by fervent prayer, for thoſe ſpiritual good 
7 things we want; not that prayer moves God, 
n but that continual fervent prayer makes us fit 
e- to receive the mercy we came unto him for; 
t- for, if God ſhould beſtow his eſpecial ſaving 
10 mercy upon a ſinner before he is fit for it, the 
t- mercy would be but little prized by him, and 
If, God would have but little return of praiſe and 
at thanks from him. Therefore, for this reaſon, _ 
It. God will be tought unto for his eſpecial mer» 
er- cles before he will beſtow them. After God 
re- had promiſed to pardon, renew, and to heal 
en Iſrael, yet he appoints prayer as the means to 
ke bring down theſe mercies, before he will be- 
les ſtow it upon them. Ezek. xxxvi. 37. For all 
as, WM 7#-e/e I will be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, 
ver to do this for them. Conſider friends, pardon 
nd is ready, and already purchaſed for you by the 
end | 


blood of Chriſt : Grace is ready, and” mercy 


, 0 
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is ready to embrace you finners. God waits 
but for your ſeeking unto him for theſe mer- 
cies, and you ſhall have them ; therefore, if 
you periſh for ever, for want of theſe ſaving 
mercies, the fault is not in God, but in your- 
ſelves, becauſe you will not ſeek unto God, 

by hearty prayer, for grace and mercy. God 


is ſaid to look down from heaven to ſee if there 


 evere any that would ſeek after God, Pſal. xiv. 
2. And he is ready to pardon, juſtify, ſanctify 


and ſave them, whenſoever they ſeek unto him. 


Friends, a hearty ſeeking of God never was in 
vain, nor ever will be. 2dly, We muſt pray 


without ceaſing, continually ; becauſe Chriſt is 


- continually praying for us. Chriſt. prayed 


night and day for us when he was upon earth, 


even until he was in an agony ; and now he is 
in heaven, and makes continual interceſſion for 
us. Heb. vii. 25. Chriſt in heaven is always a 

preſenting to his Father his ſuffering, and by 
his ſufferings and blood ſhed, all that we pray 
for has been purchaſed ; the blood of Jeſus 


cries in God's ears in behalf of thoſe that 


pray, - that the curſe that Chriſt hath borne 
may be removed from them, that the fins for 
which Chriſt was wounded may be forgiven 


them, that out of his fulneſs they may receive 


grace for grace; and that, for his ſake, they 


may be delivered from the wrath to come. 


Now, friends, ſhall Chriſt pray for us ſo long, 


and ſo fervently, until he wes in agony, and 


ſtill prays for us in heaven, and yet ſhall we 


loſe the benefit of all for want 1 praying for 


ourſclves: O 1 ſname! ſceing Chriſt doth 


| wickedneſs in high places. 
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his part, let us do ours. adly, We ſhould 
pray without ceaſing, becauſe the Spirit is al- 
ways ready to help our infirmities, Rom. viii. 
The Spirit is ready to inſtruct us what to pray 
for; as to remove the load of indiſpoſition to 
this duty, to quicken our deadneſs in the du- 
ty, to enlarge our deſires after grace, and 
ſtrengthen us to wreſtle for a bleſſing; and 
truly God is not to be prevailed with, but by 
the mediation of his Son, and-by the help and 
aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 4thly, We muſt 
pray dontinually, becauſe Satan is always rea- 
dy to aſſault us; he is ſaid, To go about-like a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom 'be may devour, 1 
Pet. v 8. Satan is never idle, he is always 
following us with ſnares and temptations : Our 


te is full of temptations ; and ſhall not we be 


continually praying againſt Satan and his aſ- 
ſaults. Wicked ſpirits are continually engag- 
ed againſt us. We wre/tle, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
with principalities and powers, and ſpiritual 


Eph. vi. 12. Theſe 
enemies are inviſible, and, therefore, it is the 


more difficult to withſtand them; they are too 
ſubtile and too ſtrong for us; we had need 
therefore, to pray without ceaſing, ſeeing 
they ceaſe not eee to W us both 
to ſin and ruin. 

Fifthly and laſtly, We ſhould pray withoüt 
ceaſing, becauſe eur corruption quickly gets 
ſtrength upon the leaſt negle& of prayer; if 
by our watching, praying and wreſtling with | 
God, we have got ſome ſirength and power 
againſt our corruptions, as anger, pride, co- 
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vetouſneſs, fleſhly luſts, ſenſuality, and our 
alfections are moved and inflamed towards 
God and heavenly things, and we are got in- 
to a ſtate of grace; yet, if we once let down 
our watch, and eglect prayer, our corrup- 


tions will yet ſtrengthen again, and our graces 


will decay, and our love to God and holy 
things will decay : Now, all theſe things con- 
ſidered, we might fee that it is neceſſary for us 
to dne care that we be not careleſs, flight 
and negligent, in our periorining this duty of 
prayer, but to ſtir up ourſelves in the perform- 
ance of this duty, and to pray without ceal- 
ing. Thus I have done with. the doctrinal 
part; but before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an 
objection or two, which may ly in my way. 

One, objection, which ſome may make, is 
this, Whether they ougnt to pray with a 
form : Some there be that hold with a form 
of prayer, and ſome are againſt it. 

Now, in anſwering this objection, I ſhall 


endeavour to reconcile both parties. You muſt 


know there are two kinds of prayer command— 
ed by God. Firit, public or family prayer. 
Secondly, ſecret prayer. For the firſt of theſe, 
if it be about pablic or family prayer, and you 
are the ſpeaker, it is moſt convenient for you 
to pray in a ſet form of words, ſuited to the 
general neceſſities of thoſe that join with you, 
and which are ſuited to the ſins and wants of 


- mankind in general throughout the world. 


Such forms as theſe are already compoſed by 
many eminent FOR J fay, in public or fa- 


mily prayer. it is moſt convenient to pray in 


55 — — 2 — PAmws A wild FA A 


or 


. 


ſuch a ſet compolit form of as, that thoſe - 
who join with you, being acquainted with 

your matter, may with more readineſs go a. 
long with you in your expreſhons, And, As . 


for the lawfulneſs of theſe forms, conſider 4 


that Chriſt hath given us a ſet form of prayer; 
which is the Lord's prayer; now this form 


Chriſt bath given us, both to be a rule and 


8 to direct us in prayer, and alſo to be 

ed in our prayers. The command of Chriſt 
Mat: vi. is in theſe words, After this manner 
pray ye; this is to teach us, that the Lord's 


prayer is given us not only to be uſed as a. 


form, but alſo to be a rule for dicecting us to 
pray according to that pattern. But in Luke 


Xi. the gommand of Chriſt is in theſe words, 


When you pray ſay, our Father, &c. This is al- 
ſo to teach us, that the Lord's prayer is uſed, 
not only as a pattern or rule, but alſo as a form. 
to be at the end of our public or family pravers. 

To conclude this, Writers.record, that forms 
were uſed when our Saviour Chriſt was on 
earth ; and that Chriſt joined with them. And 
yet Chriſt neither contradicted theſe forms, 
nor blamed them for uſing them ; therefore, if 
your objections be againſt public or family 
prayer, I have ſufficiently anſwered that. But, 
Secondly, If your objection be againſt ſecret 
prayer, I ſhall foon reſolve you in that. If 
you aik, whether you ought to pray in fecret 


by a form? This is the fame thing as if you 


ſhould aſk whether a man ought to make uſe 


of his legs, or make uſe of crutches to walk 
with? For you all know, that if a man be 
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lame and cannot uſe his legs, he muſt walk by 


crutches until he have the uſe of his legs, and 
then he afterwards ought to uſe his legs, and 
fling his crutches aſide; even fo, thoſe that 


have hitherto been ſtrangers to prayer, and 


alſo to themſelves, who are weak, and have 
not yet attained unto the gift of prayer, and 
therefore they know not how to pray, theſe 
ought to pray by a form, and to make uſe of 


ſuch forms as may lead them tothe knowledgeof 


their own particular ſins and wants, ſo as to 
confeſs them : their own corruptions and in- 
clinations, ſo as to lament over them; their 


own temptations, fo as to pray againſt them; 


alſo their own wants, that they may beg of 
God to have them ſupplied : Then they ought 
no longer to uſe a form, but to lay it aſide, as 
uſeleſs, becauſe they are able to expreſs their 
own particular wants without it. And beſides, 
there are no written forms of prayer that can 
ſuit with the caſe of every particular chriſtian ; 
for one chriſtian is under one circumſtance, 


and another under another, therefore every 


one ought to ſtudy his own fins, . temptations 


and wants, and then fall to prayer, according 
as he finds his own condition to be: But, for 
a man under whatſoever circumſtance he be, 
yet for him to uſe a form, it is a ſign he prays 


for he knows not what. To give you an in- 


\ ſtance or two: Suppoſe you were. a N 


demned malefactor, and were going 
the king to beg a pardon, you would 3 


need a written form of words to carry with 
you, for your own condition would teach 5 
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you what to ſay when you came there. Or, 


ſuppoſe a beggar ſhould come to your doors in 
a miſerable condition, ready to ſtarve for hung- 


er, you would ſoon hear how hard he would 
beg, what complaints he will make, and what 
arguments he will uſe to move your pity, with- 
out a written form of words. - Even fo, if you 


have but a true ſight and ſenſe of your fin and 


miſery, and of your want of ſuch and ſuch 
ſoul mercies, you would not need a written 
form to teach you what to ſay to God when 
you come to the throne of grace. Thus, I 
hope, I have ſufficiently ſatisfied you, in an- 


ſwering this objection, whether we ought to 
pray by a ſet form or not ? 
| But now to anſwer one objection more, and 


that is, whether a wicked man may pray or not, 
ſeeing the Scriptures tell us, That the prayer of 


the wicked is an abomination to the Lord. Lan- 


ſwer, That a wicked man, however, ought to 


pray, becauſe, whilſt he is praying, he is uſing 
one of God's ordinances, and who knows but 


it may pleaſe God to bleſs it to him, for the 


fires wrought in him by the common workings 


expreſs to God by prayer, and ſo far his pray- 
ers will be accepted; and ſo he may be fitted 
for the work of grace to be wrought in him, 


and God has promiſed. that they who draw _ 


near to him, he will draw near to them. But 


if he wholly caſt off 1 be goes further 


good of his foul, and bring him to pray for it 
in his heart. N beſides, there is no wicked 
man but he has now and then ſome good de- 


of God's Spirit, and theſe deſires he ought to 
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£- + An earneſt Invitation 
from God, and fo runs the high road to hell 
Thus having done with the 


I come now to the application. The firſt uſe 
ſhall be an uſe of lamentation. If it be ſuch a ne- 
ceflary duty of every Chriſtian to pray without 
ceaſing, then what ſhall we think of thoſe who 
never pray, neither with their families nor yet 
in fecret ? They mind nothing but the things 


of the world, and the Juſt of the fleſh, but ne- 


ver ſeck after God.: Sure theſe muſt be in a 
{fad miſerable condition. This is a e 


and muſt be for a lamentation. 
Secondly, The next uſe ſhall be of caution; 


let us be cautioned againſt theſe two things. 
1it, Let us take heed of a form of dull, care- 
lels and heartleſs performance of this duty of 
prayer. Now that this may be avoided, take 


heed of ruſhing unpreparedly into God's pre- 


ſence. But if you ſhall aſk, How {hall I do to 
prepare myſelf aright for this duty of prayer? 
I anſwer, If you would pray ſo as your pray- 
ers would be accepted and granted, you mult 
follow th: fe directions. iſt, Before you go to 
prayer, ſtudy the know]: -dge ot yourſelves ; ex- 
amine how the cafe ſtands between God and 
your own fouls, which way your defires run 
and if you find that your defires run heaven- 


wards, then examine the matter of your de- 
fires, what it is you would have God to do 
for you; ſtudy your fins, wants, and what cor- 


ruptions you Jelire to be id of, and what g » 
.ces you would have God beſtow upon you. It 
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you oo not acquaint yourſelves with your caſe. 


all your hearts. 


to the Throne of Grate. 1 
before hand, you cannot expect to know it a- 
right on a ſudden, as you go to pray; if you 
do not actually look i into your hearts and lives 
before you go to prayers, your ſouls will be 
unhumbled, and want that lively ſenſe of your 
neceſſities which muſt put life into your pray- 


ers. Before you pray, conſider what fin. is, 


what God's wrath and hell is, and what luſts 
and corruptiors are in you, and what grace 
and mercy you ſtand in need of. And this 
will make you pray, and pray to purpoſe, with 
But when amen are wilful 
ſtrangers unto themſelves, and never look 
back, nor inwards, to. ſee what is amiſs and 
wanting, nor look forward to ſee the danger 
that is before them, no wonder if their hearts 
are dead and dull; and they are as unfit to 
pray as a fleeping man is to work. 2dly, As 
you go to prayer, beware of ſinful thoughts 
that they do not come in and ſpoil the duty : 

To this end watch your heart, your thoughts 
and your affections very carefully, otherwiſe 


ſome beloved vanity will alienate them from 


the work in hand, and it will turn away your. 
thoughts, and poſſeſs your affections, fo that 
you will want them when you ſhould ufe them 
in prayer: If the mind be ſet on other things, | 
prayer will be a heartleſs, lifeleſs thing: Alas, 
how dead and pitiful is the prayer of him that 
bath his heart enſnared with the love of mon- 
ey, Pleaſure, or any luſtful defires? The 


thoughts will caſily follow the affections. 2dly, 


When you come to God by prayer, come. 


in ſuch humility as beſeemeth A finner ; and 


— * — — — —— - — "4 
- — TEES" % 
err — n - — — A 5 » 4 g 
. 23 oe ROE * 4 
0 3 


U —_ — we 
— — 


7 —_ . 
p — 222 ap AL. 
” re as -W SHE 8 1 
_—_— a . 


* * 
A 

a i 
I; 

b! 

4 q 
* 


— 
> ne —— ons 
— . r 


— — 
* 


p H & * 
—_— — 
2 7 


—— — * * 
- — a Ga 
—— — 
* 
* Py" Wenne 
8 
* 


An earneſt Tavitation 


yet in the faith and boldneſs that beſeemeth 2 


member of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; do not con- 
ceive any conceit of any worthineſs. in your- 
ſelves, yet beware of any deſpairing thoughts 
in prayer, but be as confident in every lawful. 


requelt you aſk, as if you ſaw your glorified 


Redcemer interceding tor you with his Father ; 
faith and hope is the life of prayer, and Chriſt 
is the life of hope ; if you pray, and think you 

ſhall never be the better for praying, your 
prayers ſhall have but little life; therefore, let 


'a crucified and glorified Chrift be always be- 


fore your eyes in prayer; not in a picture, 
but in the thoughts of a believing mind. 
See what the apoſtle ſaith to the Hebrews, 
Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16. We have a high prieſt, 
that is paſſed into the heavens, Feſus the Son of 
God, that was in all 7 tempted as we are, 


and yet without fin. Let us come therefore bold- 


ly to the throne of Grace, that we may obtain 
mercy. and find grace lo help in the time of need. 
Allo, Heb. vii. 25. He is able 10 ſave to the 
ung them that come unto God through him, ſee- 
ing he ever liveth to mare interceſſion for them. 


Vea, we have a gracious promiſe by Chriſt 


himſelf. for our encouragement, John xiv. 13. 


If you aſk ary thing in my name, I will do it. 


Athly, Labour hard with your hearts all the 
time you are praying, to keep them in a reve- 


rend, ſerious, fervent frame, and ſuffer them 


not to grow remiſs and cold, to turn prayer 


ineo lip-labour, or into lifeleſs formality ; the. 
heart may be ſenſeleſs, tho” the voice ſeem to 


be earneſt ; theretore, the heart muſt be Care- 
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fully watched, and diligently ſtirred up. A 
cold prayer ſhews a cold heart in defiring that 
which is prayed for; and therefore, it is unfit 
to receive the mercy. God will make you 
know that his mercies are not contemptible, 


but worthy of your molt. earneſt prayers. 


zthly, In the laſt place, the other caution 1 
thall lay before you is this : After you have 
done prayer, take heed of contenting your- | 


ſelves with the bare performance of the duty, - 


thinking that your work is done, when pray- 
er is over; but carefully examine how you have | 
ſped in prayer; examine how your thoughts 
have been, and in what frame your hearts 
have been, whilſt you have been praying, 
and then watch for a return of prayer. A * 


great many pray, and when they have done, 


they never think of their prayers again; and 
this is the cauſe that makes many prayers to 
be loſt ; therefore, don't think you have done 
cnough when you have done prayer, but watch 
for a return of prayer. David had been pray- 
ing, and then he was reſolved to hearken what 
the Lord would ſpeak, Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. Sv the 
church, beheving. that the Lord would hear, 
reſolves. to wait for him, Mic. vii. 7. Therefore 
will 1 look to the Lord, I will wait for the God 
of my ſalvation ; my God will hear me. Friends, 
If you do not watch for return of prayer, you 
do not conſider what you do, or whom you 
have to do with in prayer. When you pray, 
you engage in an ordinance, and ſhall that be 
uſed in vain ? you are therefore to ſtand upon 
your watch tower, and to obſerve, with the 
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prophet, what God ſaith to you, Hab. ii. I. 


That is the ſecond uſe. 4dly, The third. and 
laſt uſe ſhall be of exhortation : And my ex- 


hortation ſhall be for the ſtirring you all up 


both to family and ſecret prayer. As for fa- 
mily prayer, O be perſuaded, for the Lord's 
| ſake, for Chriſt's ſake, who intercedes for you, 


and for your ſoul's ſake, that you would make 

conſcience of family prayer, not only in the 
evening, but every morning and evening: This 
is a duty that is moſt ladly neglected in this de- 


clining age, eſpecially in inns and public houſ- 


es, and ſuch places, where people are incum- 
bered with multitude of buſineſs about the 


things of the world and the fleſh. O! for the 
ſake of your immortal ſouls, do not ſuffer your 
company, the buſineſs and delights of the 
world and the fleſh, to rob vou of God's love, 
and to ruin vour body and ſoul in hell for e- 
ver. Friends, let me perſuade you take this 


| counſel, th .t-what company ſoever is at your 


houſe, at 1 1{eaſonable times, tell them thus : 
This is no time for you to be here; it is time 


for yu.to be at home reading and praying in 


your families. But, if you cannot ſhake off 
Four company and buſtneſs in time, then do 
as Abraham did, Gen. xxii. 5. Who ſaith to 
his young men, tarry yeu here. while F and the 
lad go yonder and worſhip. So ſay to your 
company and buſineſs, and to your worldly 
thoughts, Parry you here, while-I ant my fa- 
mily go yonder and worſhip God. Conſider, 
triends, your ſouls are more worth than ten 


'thouland worlds; and you had better neglect 
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any thing in this world than neglect your 
ſouls. O let all the bufineſs of this world. go 
whither it will, rather than loſe heaven, F 
that will be a- dreadful loſs indeed. Alas! 
what a dreadful thing it is, that death and 
judgement ſhould be ſo near, and eternity at 
the door, and yet there ſhould be ſo few pray- 
ing families ! But, having iaid. ſomething for 
the perſuading you to family-prayer, m my 
book of Joſhua's refolution, I need to ſay no 


more of it here. Therefore, '2dly, Let me 


exhort you alſo to ſecret prayer; for it is to 
be feared that this is alfo very much neglect- 


ed among us: nay, it is not only neglected a- 
mong looſe, profane finners, but alfo, it is 


to be feared, it is ſadly neglected by profeſ- 
ſors, and thoſe that are conſtant performers of 
family duties ; many that make conſcience of 
praying in their families, both night and morn- 
ing, yet follow them to their chambers or clo- 
iets, and you ſhall fee nothing of ſecret pray- 
er. Friends, I can tell you, and that by wo- 
ful experience too, that to pray aright is the 
hardeſt work in religion, and that by reaſon 
of the many oppoſitions, pull-backs, and hin- 


derances to this duty, Friends, ſecret prayer 


is the greateſt enemy the devil has; he cannot 
endure that people ſhould go to pray in ſecret, 
becauſe no duty can be more powerful for 
pulling down Satan's kingdom in the foul, and 
ſetting up the kingdom of Chriſt, than ſecret 
prayer is: The devil is well content that peo». 
ple thould ſet about an outward duty of reli- 
gion, asxreading the ſcripture, hearing of ſer- 
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mons, and praying in their families, fo. as s all 


be done in a cold, formal, and lifeleſs way, 
without any great oppoſition; but for people 
to go and pour out their hearts to God in ſe- 
cret, confeſs their own particular fins and dai- 

ly infirmities, bemoaning their caſe to God, 
bewailing their inbred corruptions, lamenting 


cover a hard heart, a blind mind, a dead and 


dull ſpirit, a hearty begging of pardon, for 
deliverance from fin, for. power againſt corrup- 
tion, for ſtrength againſt the evil luſting of the 
fleſh, begging for grace and a new nature, and 
a new life.; now this work, together with fre- 
quent meditation, and ſelf-examination, theſe 
duties the- devil oppoſeth with all his might, 
No weapons can be more ſtrong for the root- 
ing out of corruptions, for fighting againſt Sa- 
tan, and overcoming of him, than theſe ſpi- 

ritual weapons. Friends, we have naturally a 
ſlothful, ſluggiſh ſpirit, a dull and backward 
heart ; the fleſh craves its eaſe, the world with 
its profits and pleaſures, and the fleſh with its 
evil luſtings; yea, and the devil he comes in, 
and makes ule of ail theſe for the oppoling of 
us, for the Keeping us off, and for the hinder- 
ing of us in theſe ſecret duties. The devil is 
loth to let go his hold of the finner, there- 
fore he labours with all his might, if it be poſ- 
ſible, to keep him in the. chain of his ſin: there- 
fore there mult be a great fighting againſt 
theſe enemies of. ſouls, ſtriving again(t theſe 
oppoſitions, and ſo a wreſtling with God b: 


ſecret prayer, and a taking of the kingdom 


of heaven by violence, if ever we. mean to 


* 
* * 28 
9 ' <A 
. _ n os oy 
= PLEAS RS ieee A 53 ö I © 


come there. Conſider, friends, that ſecret - 
prayer, if fervent, is a ſtriving againſt ſin and 
corruption; for whenever we are ſtriving with 
God, we are ſtriving againſt fin ; for duty and 
ſin ſtrive for the victory. While duty holds 
up, fin goes down; but when duty flags, fin 
gets up. Secret prayer, if hearty, will make 
us weary of ſinning; or elſe fn will make us 
weary of praying: And if ſecret prayer be ſuch 
2 weariſomeneſs to us, it is a fad ſign that fin 
gets the upper hand. There cannot be a more 
effectual way for a ſinner to kill his fin, than 
by ſecret prayer: A ſinner never ſights againſt 
fin, with greater zeal, nor with greater ſuc- 
ceſs, than upon his knees, when once a fin- 
ner comes to kneel in earneſt before God, his 
luſts muſt quickly kneel to him. Our confeſ- 
ſing of ſin, and laying it open before the Lord, 
our complaining to the Lord of it, our crying 

to the Lord againſt it, preſſing him upon 
his promiſe, upon his covenant to help it; theſe 
are the mightieſt batteries for beating down 
the ſtrong holds of fin. But where ſecret. 
prayer is neglected, there the ſinner lies open 
to all temptations, ſin, luſt, and uncleanneſs. 
O therefore be perſuaded to be often and 
frequent in this duty of ſecret prayer. Friends, 
what do you ſay ? Will you mind and do this 
one thing, that is, to give yourſelves unto ſe- 
cret prayer ? there is no exhortation ever will 
proſper with you, if this exhortation do not : 
It is in vain to perſuade you to lead a holy life, 
if you do not live a praying life ? O be per- 
ſuaded to be inſtant and conſtant in ſecret 
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"prayer ; ſet your times for ſecret prayer, and 


\- Keep your tipes, and make a firm reſolution: 
With yourſelves to do it. I read of a godiy di- 
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vine, who had upon a time ſome conference 


with ſome of his hearers concerning the ſtate 
of their ſouls; they gave him ſome hopes of 


x work of grace begun in their hearts; but 


' then, upon inquiry, he found {till a neglect of 
' ſecret prayer, which caſt ſuch a damp upon 


his ſpirit, that 1t brought down his hopes to be 
as low. as nothing. Friends, conſider that ſe- 


cret prayer is the very life of religion, if it be 
ſincere and fervent : And if you would but be 


perſuaded to make true conſcience of that, 
then there would be hopes indeed of the work 
of grace begun in you. Now, for the further 
ſtirring you up to the duty of ſecret prayer, 


- confider but theſe four things. 1. Conſider, 
that if you make conſcience of ſecret prayer 
daily and frequently, this would be an evident 
ſign of your uprightneſs and ſincerity. It is a 


ſign that you ſeek God, when none but God 


knows of your ſeeking him. He is not a true 


Chriſtian that is one outwardly, but he is a 
true Chriſtian inwardly, whoſe praiſe is not of 


men, but of God, Rom. ii. 28. 29. But he 


that lives in the neglect of ſecret duties, tho? 


he paſs in the world for ever fo good a Chriſt- 


tan, yet he is, in God's account, no better than 


a hypocrite. 2. Conſider, ſecret prayer is a 
maryelious way to thrive in grace, and to grow 


rich towards God. . By this means, faith will 
grow . exceedingly, our love to God will 


abound, our ſouls will proſper. ' A Chriſtian 
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nefit does he reap thereby! how good does he 


find God to be unto his foul! fo that he can 
by experience ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. cxlv, -. 


that is much in ſecret with God, ©) what be- 7 


18. That he is plenteous'in mercy unto all that © 5 I 


call upon him. 
is a means to it you for public ordinances. 
Thoſe that are moſt upon their knees in their 
chamber or cloſet, will receive moſt benefit in 
publiꝭ; God muſt be ſought unto in ſecret, to 
fit us for public worſhip. Thoſe that, 
they come to hear, pray earneſtly, in ſecret, 


3. Conſider, that ſecret prayer 


before 


that the goſpel may come to them, not in word 


only, but in power alſo, to bring 
ſtrong holds of ſin, and for building 
up in grace and holineſs, thoſe are likely to 


find the goſpel working effectually upon hols 


down the 
them 


and that it is the power of God for their ſal- 


vation, Rom. 1. 16. Thoſe that before they 
come to the Lord's Supper; examine them- 
ſelves alone, beg that God would ſearch them, 
and are importunate with God for ſtrength: a- 


gainſt every corruption, as pride, covetouſneſs, 


envy, anger, malice : alſo againſt a hard heart, 
luggiſhneſs and dullneſs of ſpirit, diſordered 


affections, ſelf-love, ſenſuality, and the like; 


they alſo that beg for all the fruits of Chriſt's 


ſufferings, and for all the graces of his Spirit, 


ſuch as theſe are not like to be ſent empty a- 
way. 1. Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means to 
keep public duties upon the heart, after public 
exerciſe is ended. Vour work is not done when 


public exerciſe is over; but you are immedi- 


ately, as ſoon as you come home, to go alone, 
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1 pen to. vou, wherein 5 mY  yourſelves' to 
WE „ -rhen confeſs . * pardon for ity 

= Kron againſt it, and reſolve to. ſet againſt it 
for the time to come. Has any duty been 
preſſed upon you in e ee of God in 
Eu ineline your heart to perform this duty, 
8 je 23. Confider ſecret prayer. is the way to bave 
ER . tokens. of God's love, and theſe j joys 
that a firanger does not meddle with. 0 as 
- Tweet meltings and thawings of the heart fot 
i that the faints meet with in fecret prayer 
; * Ohe viſits that the great Phyſician of fouls 
* 3 >= - Joes make to poor ſinners in this duty! And Q 
>. he inward Joy, peace, and comfort, that the 
" Faints do meet rid in their ſecret addreſſes c 
- God by prayer! And, pag ſhould not this 
be a great encourage nien t-to. 7100: 0 de re- 
8 quent in ſecret prayer | bo” 
* hut if all this eee enou gh 
We: " xonkider, in-the'6th and laſt place, That if — 
15 ; 5 "daily and frequently pray in ſecret, meditate 
examine. yourſelves, and take pains with vom 
8 dun hearts. in ſecret, God will reward you open: 
L 5 In is the argument that Chi uſer, to 
© enforce Tecret-prayer, Mat. vi. When thon 
Pray eſt, enter into thy cloſet; and ſhut the door, 
and pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, and 
ES I Father which: ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward 
By dee openly.” As ſecret Sins ſhall be apy 
3 I puniſbed, ſo all ſecret duties ſhall be openly 
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